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Lanford-Slaughter-Camper House,
7400 Old Madison Pike

Lanford-SlaughterCamper House

Tucked away in the trees just north of the S-curves on the east side of Indian
Creek and west of the new Raytheon building on the north side of Old Madison
Pike is one of the most impressive mansions in Madison County. The location is
about three miles from historic downtown Madison. The house sits along what
was the main thoroughfare between Huntsville and the area that became Madison
Station a few years after the mansion was built. In fact, that route was the original
path of Alabama Highway 20, and the creek was crossed at a ford where it has
only one channel, fifteen feet west of the mansion, about a quarter-mile north of
the present crossing’s double bridges. While the 5,679-square-foot house itself
was never within the city limits of Madison, its owners and their families figured
prominently in Madison’s history and were considered to be Madison area residents with Madison “roots,” marriages, and business connections.
The mansion was built by William Lanford, a son of Robert Lanford. Robert
was an early pioneer of land that is now the eastern part of Redstone Arsenal. He
donated the first land for the church that became Jordan’s Chapel, where a number of Madison-area residents worshiped and some of their immediate ancestors
preached. Jordan’s Chapel was either the second or third oldest Methodist Episcopal Church in north Alabama, having been organized in the early 1820s. It had
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Isham Fennell monument in Maple Hill Cemetery

76 c Memories of Madison: A Connected Community, 1857–2007

disappeared by the time Madison was founded in the 1850s, but research indicates
that it was located very near the present location of Morris Elementary School on
that portion of Old Madison Pike that was renamed to Bob Wallace Avenue as
Huntsville grew toward the west. (Originally, the most direct road into Huntsville
from Madison was called Brown’s Ferry Road all the way.) Robert Lanford was
reported in an article by Pat Jones in the Huntsville Times of May 14, 1933, to have
come from Nashville with LeRoy Pope (“Father of Huntsville”). According to the
Jones article, Robert built the second cabin in Huntsville (as laid out per a plat by
LeRoy Pope, apparently) near the southeastern corner of the courthouse square.
Today that would be the site of the Harrison Brothers Hardware store or the
Schiffman Building in Huntsville. Robert would later buy twenty-five hundred
acres that encompassed West Huntsville of 1933. There he built a mansion that
became known to future generations as the McCalley House.
William Lanford, born 1797 in Spotsylvania, Virginia, was one of three children born to Robert. William had his mansion constructed in 1850-01 on 1,975
acres that he bought from James W. Camp, who had purchased the land from
LeRoy Pope. Today it is part of a fifty-two-acre parcel, and tax records state
that the house was built in 1840. The mansion was originally the centerpiece of
a self-contained community of slave cabins, a school, a blacksmith shop, and a
mill located on the creek for grinding wheat and corn. There was a central hall
running from south to north the length of the house. It was illuminated by opening the double doors at either end of the hall or by opening the doors to the side
rooms. The six panel side doors, when opened, provided a large dance floor for
entertaining. The southern face of the house had a brick portico supporting four
front columns nearly fifty feet tall. In addition to the two stories above ground,
there was a bricked full basement containing a wine cellar and other rooms.
William Lanford married first to Emily DuArmond, a widow who died
childless after a few years of marriage. He then married Charlotte Fennell, a
daughter of the senior Isham Fennell, whose wife was Temperance Jordan. Temperance was a daughter of Bartholomew Jordan, the namesake of Jordan’s Chapel.
Charlotte was a sister to the junior Isham J. Fennell, who was enumerated in Madison by the 1860 census and whose grave is marked with the largest monument
in Huntsville’s Maple Hill Cemetery. William and Charlotte had three children:
Martha, Mary, and Robert. Martha married Lorenzo Russell and moved to
Arkansas. Robert was killed at the Battle of Shiloh near Corinth, Mississippi,
early in the Civil War. In 1853 Mary married Dr. John R. Slaughter, a physician
in Huntsville of Virginia heritage. However, after the death of Charlotte and
when William became ill, Dr. Slaughter and Mary moved his practice to the
Indian Creek mansion. Dr. Slaughter built a small brick office in the front yard
to see his patients. William died in 1881 after the ravages of the Civil War had
spoiled the estate. The property was divided by drawing from a hat by Mary
and Martha, who returned from Arkansas. Martha got the land north of the
house, including the mill on the creek. Mary drew rights to the house from
the hat, so she and Dr. Slaughter remained on the premises, where Dr. Slaughter
often treated Madison patients and became a close friend of Dr. Richard Matthew Fletcher, the respected Civil War doctor of Madison. The 1880 census
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Lanford-Slaughter-Camper House,
1920s
Camper’s dogwood tree. (Photo by
Don Vansant, courtesy of Huntsville
Botanical Garden)
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Dr. John R. Slaughter

Amanda Carnes Camper,
1836–85

shows Dr. Slaughter as head of a household that included William Lanford as his
father-in-law at age eighty-two. The household included five children, with Lottie
T. shown as age ten, while Dr. Slaughter was fifty-five and his wife, Mary E.,
was forty-six. In 1896 “Lottie” Slaughter, daughter of Dr. John and Mary, married James H. Cain of Madison.
Mary died in 1913 after her husband had already passed, and the home
was sold to E. D. Johnston of Huntsville. In 1919 it was sold to William Olin
Camper, who was born in 1879. A deed to Olin Camper in 1908 stated that he
was “an unmarried man” at that time. Yet, the 1930 census showed “Olen W.”
Camper at age forty-nine with wife, Vossie, age forty-two, born in Tennessee.
That record further revealed that “Olen” was first married at age thirty, while
Vossie was first married at age twenty-three—indicating that their nineteen-year
marriage (as of 1930) was the first for each of them. It is known that Olin Camper
was a son of Robert Isaac Camper, who lived on the east bank of Indian Creek,
on the south side of the “S” curve, where the new Catholic High School is to be
constructed. The large dogwood tree that was moved to the Huntsville Botanical
Garden recently was on his property. Robert was a son of Benjamin L. Camper,
who lived and died in what is now the geographic center of Madison, near the
junction of Brown’s Ferry Road (Old Madison Pike) with Hughes Road. The
Camper family cemetery is behind the Casa Blanca Restaurant. There is another
Camper family cemetery on the east shoulder of Slaughter Road just south of
Doane Drive, where Robert Isaac is buried, but that one is unmarked and has no
tombstones today.
Benjamin L. Camper was a son of Simon Camper of Meridianville who
moved to and died in Marshall County and is buried in the Warrenton Cemetery. The Camper genealogy has been traced back to
the Kemper (Camper) families of the 1714 Germanna
settlement near Fredericksburg, Virginia. A daughter of
Simon and sister of Benjamin L. was Amanda M.
Camper. She married Bryant Cobb, a War of 1812
soldier who lived in the Berkley community between
New Hope and Hampton Cove. Bryant was a prominent, politically important pioneer of Madison County
and a close relative of W. R. W. Cobb, the famed U.S.
congressman of the Civil War era. The Cobbs of Berkley and the Campers of Madison no doubt visited one
another in the old days, as numerous records show interactions of the families.
Children of Benjamin L. Camper and his wife,
Susan Glass (probably a daughter of Madison County
pioneer Vincent Glass), were Benjamin F. Camper,
Blooming Goodner Camper (who was called “Dunc” by
family), George Camper, Robert Isaac Camper, Jordan H.
Camper, and Musa Dora Camper (who died in 1853
at age twelve). Blooming Goodner Camper’s first wife,
Amanda Carnes Camper, is known to be buried in the
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cemetery behind Casa Blanca, and after her death, he married Fannie Freeman
of the Madison-area Freeman families. It is believed that B. G. and Fannie are
buried beside Amanda’s grave in the southwest corner of the cemetery, where two
additional obvious but unmarked grave depressions are found. This cemetery was
originally that of the John W. Farrald family, according to old deeds, and several
other unmarked grave depressions on the east side are most likely for that family.
The Camper family had numerous contributions to history in Madison
and Madison County. Olin Camper and his brother, Robert E. Camper, owned
and operated the Toggery Shop, advertised as “Fine Tailoring” and “Exclusive
Gent’s Furnishings.” Robert E. Camper was for a while the owner and operator
of the Twickenham Hotel in Huntsville, according to legal papers of 1933. There
was a Camper Brothers Garage for automobile repairs in 1915. There were even
lawsuits involving the Campers and several other notable area families, Harvey
Anderson, and the Apperson Ice Cream Company. However, perhaps the most
notorious of the Camper family impacts in this area was that of Jordan H.
Camper’s murder trial, resulting from his shooting of an Italian immigrant. As
with most families, there were positive aspects of their time in the community
as well as negative aspects. The mansion on Old Madison Pike stands as a
witness to the influence of the Lanfords and the Campers, but today it is hidden from public view, just as much of the families’ history is not obvious to the
townspeople now. c

Hotel Twickenham “The Pride
of Huntsville” 100 large, airy
rooms; 36 private baths; open
all year, delightful climate, pure
spring water; rates: $2.50 room,
$3.50 with private bath (1920)

